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Date: [Datum eingügen]

Subject: An earnest appeal from [Ihr Name hier einfügen]

Your Excellency,

17 October marked the first anniversary of the awarding of U.S Congressional Gold Medal to His Holiness the Dalai Lama, on this occasion I would like to congratulate you on your appointment as the High Commissioner for Human Rights. I very much appreciate your lifetime of work upholding human rights around the world. We are certain that you will excel in your duties as the High Commissioner.

The Tibetan people stand at an important crossroads as we head close to the 50th commemoration of the March 1959 uprising against China's occupation of Tibet. After 49 years of Chinese occupation, Tibet today is still in shambles: the people are silenced violently; there is no freedom of faith; the developmental and economic plans introduced by the State do not benefit the Tibetan people. The once serene and rich environment of Tibet is now on the verge of annihilation; and the cultural, linguistic and religious identity of a race is under threat.

The world witnessed a series of demonstrations and protests inside Tibet since March 10 this year by the Tibetans who are striving towards freedom and autonomy. The Chinese authorities are still disallowing the presence of journalists and reporters into the country, and so a fuller picture of events from over the past few months has been difficult to obtain.  Since March, however, we do know the sweep of protests across Tibet resulted in the death of 203 Tibetans, 1000 injured Tibetans and more than 5,715 Tibetans who either remain detained or have been missing.

To get a picture of the dire situation of monks and nuns in monasteries in Tibet we recommend you to read the gruelling account of the monk from Labrang, which is available in English at the Blog of the famous Tibetan writer Woeser: “A Voice from Tibet: VOA Tibetan service exclusive video interview”: http://woeser.middle-way.net/2008/09/blog-post_7346.html  

We are confident that during your tenure as the High Commissioner for Human Rights, you will deem the human rights situation inside Tibet as crucial and of one requiring immediate attention and that you will address my concerns to stop the debacle of International Human Rights Law in Tibet and significantly seek to avert the looming threat and danger that befalls Tibet and Tibetans. Tibet as a nation needs to survive and thrive.

I earnestly request you to see the possibility of allowing a team of independent observers to travel to Tibet to assess the situation in the aftermath of the protests this spring. The restoration of a free and peaceful Tibet as envisioned and outlined by His Holiness the Dalai Lama in the Middle Way approach will benefit the whole of Asia politically and environmentally and will undoubtedly contribute to world peace.

Yours faithfully,

